
Public health guidelines for food safety at special events 

How to mix a bleach (chlorine) solution for sanitizing

You will need:

•	 ordinary 5.25% household bleach
•	 measuring spoon for teaspoon
•	 measuring cup
•	 spray bottle labelled “bleach sanitizer”

Sanitizing How to mix Solution strength

Utensils e.g. cutting 
boards, knives, cooking 
utensils

Mix 2 ml (½ tsp) of 
bleach with 1 litre 
(4 cups) of water. 
After cleaning with 
soap and water, 
immerse utensil 
in solution for 45 
seconds.

100 ppm chlorine solution

Large food contact 
surfaces e.g. coolers, 
tables

Mix 2 ml (½ tsp) of 
bleach with 1 litre 
(4 cups) of water.

100 ppm chlorine solution

Remember:

•	 Make a new sanitizing solution at the start of your event.
•	 Mix with clean cold water.
•	 Do NOT mix bleach with detergent.
•	 Use chlorine test strips to check the strength of your solution.
•	 Throw away sanitizing solution every 3 hours or as needed. The strength of 

the solution will be weaker at the end of the day.

For more information about personal services, please contact Peel Public Health at  
905-799-7700, toll-free 1-888-919-7800, and ask to speak to a Public Health Inspector, or  
by email at peelhealth@peelregion.ca.

BLEACH
BLEACH

SANITIZER

Sink 2

Sanitize 
for at least 45 seconds 

using one of the 
options below

Choose one of these ways to sanitize in Sink 2:
• Use clean hot water at least 77°C, 170°F, or

• Use clean warm water mixed with a sanitizer such as 
5.25% chlorine, 100 parts per million (ppm); quaternary 
ammonium (200 ppm) or iodine, 25 ppm. 
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