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1. With the entirety of the study corridor having been either previously subject to 
archaeological assessment (Archaeological Assessments Ltd., 2007; Archaeologix Inc., 
2001, 2002; ASI, 2003, 2005, 2010a-b, 2012, 2016, 2017a-c, 2019; Archeoworks Inc., 
2003b-c, 2007b, 2012; London Museum of Ontario Archaeology, 1990; The Archaeologists 
Inc., 2005, 2006), and/or visually confirmed to be heavily disturbed during the current 
Stage 1 AA, no further archaeological concerns exist within the study corridor. No further 
work is recommended.    

 
2. Should construction activities associated with this project, including construction laydown 

areas, extend beyond the assessed limits of the study corridor, further archaeological 
investigation will be required prior to construction activities in order to minimize impacts 
to cultural heritage resources. 
 

No construction activities shall take place within the study corridor prior to the Ministry of 
Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries (Archaeology Programs Unit) confirming in 
writing that all archaeological licensing and technical review requirements have been satisfied. 
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potential (per Section 1.3.1). Therefore, based on the proximity of early Euro-Canadian 
settlements and early historic transportation routes, these features contribute in establishing the 
archaeological potential of the study corridor. 
 

1.3.4.2 Post-1900 Land Use 
To facilitate further evaluation of the established archaeological potential along the study 
corridor, a detailed review of topographic maps from 1914, 1926, 1934 and 1940 (see Maps 4-
5), aerial imagery from 1954 (see Map 6), and orthophotographs from 2002, 2007, 2009, 2013, 
2017 and 2019 was undertaken (see Maps 6-9).  
 
The 1914 to 1940 Topographic Maps depicted the study corridor largely encompassing an 
unmetalled road (Highway 50) as well as portions of Mayfield Road and Albion Vaughan Road 
(also unmetalled). The land that flanked these roadways had been cleared of overgrown 
vegetation, was likely agricultural lands and pockets of treed areas were also situated along the 
roadways. Numerous houses (both wood and brick) are depicted along the study corridor, and a 
telegram or telephone line was depicted along the east side of Highway 50.  
 
In 1954, the study corridor primarily consisted of a two-lane gravel roadway that was flanked by 
open agricultural lands and manicured yards dotted with trees. Numerous houses and farm 
complexes were constructed immediately adjacent to the study corridor, and Mayfield Road and 
Albion Vaughan Road were also depicted at the southern end of the study corridor. By 2002, 
much of the land situated around George Bolton Parkway, which was under construction, had 
been subjected to large commercial developments. The lands flanking Highway 50, particularly 
on the west side south of George Bolton Parkway and on the east side north of McEwan Drive 
still consisted of agricultural lands and several residential structures and farms were located 
immediately adjacent to the roadway. Highway 50 was now a paved four-lane roadway with 
centre turning lanes.  
 
Between 2007 and 2019, large commercial developments continued to be constructed along 
Highway 50 and a considerable amount of the land flanking the roadway was subjected to grading 
and construction activities to accommodate the new urban expansion. The right-of-way was 
significantly altered with extensive roadside ditching and landscaping, new traffic lights and signs, 
a sidewalk installed along portions of Highway 50, and many new roadway intersections and 
entrance driveways. A commuter lot was also constructed at the southwest corner of Mayfield 
Road and Highway 50 by 2013. 
 
1.3.5 Present Land Use 
The present land use of the study corridor is categorized as a High Capacity Arterial roadway 
flanked by Dry Industrial, Prestige Industrial, Bolton Highway 50 Commercial Area, Special 
Residential, Rural Uses, Agricultural and Industrial (Town of Caledon, 2018; City of Brampton, 
2016; City of Vaughan, 2020a). 
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1.4.4 Pioneer/Historic Cemeteries 
Per Section 1.3.1 of the 2011 S&G, pioneer churches and early cemeteries are considered features 
or characteristics that indicate archaeological potential. The study corridor is not located in or 
within 300 metres of a pioneer church or early cemetery (OGS, 2020a; OGS, 2020b; OGS, 2020c). 
Therefore, this feature does not contribute in establishing the archaeological potential of the 
study corridor. 
 
1.4.5 Registered Archaeological Sites  
Per Section 1.1, Standard 1 and Section 7.5.8, Standard 1 of the 2011 S&G, the Ontario 
Archaeological Sites Database (OASD) maintained by the MHSTCI was consulted in order to 
provide a summary of registered or known archaeological sites within a minimum one-kilometre 
distance of the study corridor limits.  
 
According to the OASD, eight registered archaeological sites are located within a one-kilometre 
radius of the study corridor (MHSTCI, 2020).  
 
Upon review of the report tied to the discovery of AlGw-65 and AlGw-66 (Archeoworks Inc., 
2000), it was realized that both sites are located greater than 300 metres west of the study 
corridor near Simpson Road and George Bolton Parkway. Furthermore, upon review of the report 
tied to the discovery of AlGw-80 and AlGw-81 (ASI, 2005), AlGw-80 is located within the study 
corridor and AlGw-81 is located within 300 metres of the study corridor. 
 
Therefore, of the eight registered archaeological sites located within a one-kilometre radius of 
the study corridor limits, two of these are located in the study corridor and four are located within 
300 metres of the study corridor (see Table 5).   
 
Table 5: Registered Archaeological Sites within One Kilometre of the Study Corridor 

Borden # Name Cultural Affiliation Type 

Registered archaeological sites within the study corridor 
AlGw-80 Graham Post-Contact (Euro-Canadian) Farmstead 
AlGw-152 Graham-Robinson Post-Contact (Euro-Canadian) Homestead 
Registered archaeological sites within 300 metres 
AlGw-40 - Early Woodland (Meadowood) Findspot 
AlGw-41 - Post-Contact (Euro-Canadian) Findspot 
AlGw-81 - Early Archaic Findspot 
AlGw-151 Hart Post-Contact (Euro-Canadian) Homestead 
Other registered archaeological sites within one kilometre 
AlGw-65 - Pre-Contact (Aboriginal) Findspot 
AlGw-66 - Pre-Contact (Aboriginal) Findspot 

 
Per Section 1.3.1 of the 2011 S&G, previously registered archaeological sites in close proximity 
are considered to be features or characteristics that indicate archaeological potential. Therefore, 
given the presence of numerous registered archaeological sites within 300 metres of the study 
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Company, 
Report Date 

Stage of 
Work 

Relation to 
Study Corridor Details and Recommendations 

of the subject area be cleared of further 
archaeological concerns. 

Archeoworks Inc., 
2007a Stage 1 AA 

Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Associated with the AA of Highway 50/Mayfield Road 
intersection improvements and the adjacent car pool 
lot. Stage 2 AA required on all undisturbed areas.  

 Archeoworks Inc., 
2007b Stage 2 AA 

Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Associated with the AA of Highway 50/Mayfield Road 
intersection improvements and the adjacent car pool 
lot. Despite careful scrutiny during the Stage 2 AA, no 
archaeological remains were encountered. 
Therefore, the subject area is cleared of further 
archaeological concern. 

Archeoworks Inc., 
2012 

Stage 1-2 
AA 

Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Composed of properties 1-11 in Lots 1-2, Concession 
7. During the Stage 2 AA, one historic Euro-Canadian 
collection, identified as H1, was encountered in 
Property 6. This site consisted almost entirely of 
twentieth century material with only a few artifacts 
identified as pre-dating ca. 1900. The H1 site does 
not meet the criteria for further Stage 3 AA and is 
cleared of any further archaeological concern. 
Properties 1, 9 and 10 represent future development 
phases and were not included in this Stage 1-2 AA. 
No development or land alteration shall take place in 
those properties prior to fulfilling the necessary 
archaeological conditions. Further AA was 
recommended on the Graham site (AlGw-152) 
(located in Property 11). 

Archeoworks Inc., 
2017 

Stage 1-2 
AA 

Within 50 
metres of the 
study corridor 

Located at 12148 Albion Vaughan Road. During the 
Stage 2 AA, no archaeological resources were 
identified.  The study corridor is considered free of 
archaeological concern. No further archaeological 
investigation is recommended.  

ASI, 2003 Stage 1-2 
AA 

Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Located immediately west of the Albion Vaughan 
Road realignment and east of Highway 50, measuring 
approximately one-acre. During the Stage 2 AA, it 
was determined the subject area had been entirely 
disturbed. It was recommended that the entire 
subject area be considered free from further 
archaeological concern. 

ASI, 2005 Stage 1-2 
AA 

Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Located at the northwest corner of Mayfield Road 
and Highway 50, measuring approximately 36.3 
hectares (90.69 acres). During the Stage 2 AA, one 
mid-19th century Euro-Canadian site, H1/Graham 
(AlGw-80), and two pre-contact Aboriginal findspots, 
P1 (AlGw-81) and P2, were located. P1 consisted of a 
single Early Archaic bifurcate base projectile point 
and P2 a single chert flake. Although the location 
data provided in the OASD depicts H1/Graham and 
P1 in the same location over 100 metres from the 
current study corridor limits, H1/Graham site (AlGw-
80) is actually located within the study corridor.  
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Company, 
Report Date 

Stage of 
Work 

Relation to 
Study Corridor Details and Recommendations 

 
Further Stage 3 AA is recommended for the H1/ 
Graham site (AlGw-80) and no further AA is 
recommended for findspot P1 (AlGw-81) or findspot 
P2. 

 

The Archaeologists 
Inc., 2005 Stage 3 AA 

Located within 
the study 
corridor 

Associated with the Stage 3 AA of AlGw-80. The Stage 
3 commenced with a controlled surface pickup 
where nine additional artifacts were recovered. A 
total of 15 one-by-one metre test units were 
excavated and 73 artifacts were collected. It was 
determined that the artifacts date the site 
occupation from the 1830s to at least 1877. Stage 4 
archaeological mitigation was recommended. 

 

The Archaeologists 
Inc., 2006 
 

Stage 4 
Mitigation 

Located within 
part of the study 
corridor 

Associated with the Stage 4 mitigation of AlGw-80. 
The Stage 4 commenced with the mechanical topsoil 
removal of an area measuring 60 metres by 45 
metres. One cultural feature was present after the 
overburden had been removed and was determined 
to be a dwelling. A total of 159 artifacts were 
recovered that suggested an occupation period 
between 1840-1870s. The Stage 4 mitigation of 
AlGw-80 was completed with 100% excavation of the 
deposit.  

ASI, 2010a Stage 1 AA 
Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Associated with the AA of Highway 50 from 
Castlemore Road to Mayfield Road. Stage 2 
recommended beyond the disturbed right-of-way 
and Stage 3 AA adjacent to the Shiloh Cemetery was 
also recommended. 

 ASI, 2012 Stage 2 AA 
Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Associated with the AA of Highway 50 from 
Castlemore Road to Mayfield Road. During the Stage 
2 AA, one previously unregistered Euro-Canadian 
site, AlGw-168 (H1), was identified; further Stage 3 
AA was recommended. A previously registered Euro-
Canadian site, the Hart site (AlGw-151), also requires 
Stage 3 AA. Additionally, six properties remained 
unassessed due to lack of permission to enter (PTE). 
Both registered archaeological sites are located 
greater than 50 metres away and will not be 
impacted by the current development. 

ASI, 2010b Stage 1-2 
AA 

Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Located at 12131 Highway 50. During the Stage 2 AA, 
one Euro-Canadian site was discovered in the vicinity 
of the mid- to late nineteenth century house: the 
Graham Site (AlGw-152). Stage 3 AA was 
recommended on AlGw-152.  

 ASI, 2017a Stage 2 AA 
Encompassing 
part of the study 
corridor 

Associated with the Stage 2 AA of the Graham-
Robinson site (AlGw-152). The Stage 2 was deemed 
necessary to confirm whether any portions of the site 
remained intact following recent ground-disturbing 
activities, including the removal of a historic house 
from the immediate vicinity of the site. It was 
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shales not being able to retain water well, compounded by the almost complete deforestation of 
the region which results in a high degree of evaporation, the Peel Plain has somewhat of a water 
supply problem. Practically all utilized for agriculture until 1940, the land within much of the 
region has been urbanized, now occupying two-thirds of the Peel Plain and taking more than 
50,000 hectares of good farmland out of production (Chapman & Putnam, 1984, pp.174-176). 
 

1.4.7.2 Soil Type and Topography 
The native soil type within the study corridor is Peel clay, which is a Grey-Brown Podzolic soil 
whose soil material is characterized as lacustrine over heavy till. It has imperfect drainage, is 
slightly stone-free and its topography may be described as smooth, gently sloping (Ontario 
Agricultural College, 1953). 
 
The topography within the study corridor decreases from north to south, with an elevation range 
of 226-249 metres above sea level. 
 

1.4.7.3 Hydrological Features 
Hydrological features such as primary water sources (i.e., lakes, rivers, creeks, streams) and 
secondary water sources (i.e., intermittent streams and creeks, springs, marshes, swamps) would 
have helped supply plant and food resources to the surrounding area and are indicators of 
archaeological potential (per Section 1.3.1 of the 2011 S&G). Tributaries of the Humber River 
bisect the study corridor. Therefore, this feature contributes in establishing the archaeological 
potential of the study corridor. 
 
1.4.8 Current Land Conditions 
The study corridor is situated mainly within a built-up commercial and industrial area of the Town 
of Caledon, City of Brampton and City of Vaughan. The study corridor encompasses Highway 50, 
a paved four-lane roadway with centre-turning lanes, as well as a number of other intersecting 
entrance driveways and roadways (Mayfield Road, Albion Vaughan Road, Agrocrop Road, Parr 
Boulevard, Simona Drive, George Bolton Parkway, Industrial Road, Hopcroft Road, McEwan Drive 
and  Healey Road), and their associated rights-of ways consisting of culverts, ditching, existing 
utilities, sidewalks, traffic barriers, lights and signs.  
 
1.4.9 Date of Review 
A desktop review of field conditions of the study corridor using historic aerial photographs, and 
past and current orthophotographs obtained through the VuMAP (© First Base Solutions) 
application was undertaken on July 20, 2020. 
 
A property inspection was carried out within the study corridor on July 23rd, 2020. The purpose 
of the property inspection is to identify and describe areas of high potential requiring additional 
archaeological research; identify and describe areas of no/low potential not warranting further 
archaeological concern; and to help gather information to formulate appropriate Stage 2 AA 
strategies.  
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1.5 Confirmation of Archaeological Potential 
 
Based on the information gathered from the background research documented in the preceding 
sections, elevated archaeological potential has been provisionally established within the study 
corridor limits. Features contributing to archaeological potential are summarized in Appendix B. 
Further review and assessment of conditions within the study corridor will be addressed in 
Section 3.0.
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considered free of archaeological concern and does not require further archaeological 
assessment. However, should construction activities extend beyond the assessed limits of the 
study corridor, further AA is required prior to construction activities to minimize impacts to 
potential cultural heritage resources. 
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4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Considering the findings outlined within this report, the following recommendations are 
presented: 
 

1. With the entirety of the study corridor having been either previously subject to 
archaeological assessment (Archaeological Assessments Ltd., 2007; Archaeologix Inc., 
2001, 2002; ASI, 2003, 2005, 2010a-b, 2012, 2016, 2017a-c, 2019; Archeoworks Inc., 
2003b-c, 2007b, 2012; London Museum of Ontario Archaeology, 1990; The Archaeologists 
Inc., 2005, 2006), and/or visually confirmed to be heavily disturbed during the current 
Stage 1 AA, no further archaeological concerns exist within the study corridor. No further 
work is recommended.    

 
2. Should construction activities associated with this project, including construction laydown 

areas, extend beyond the assessed limits of the study corridor, further archaeological 
investigation will be required prior to construction activities in order to minimize impacts 
to cultural heritage resources. 
 

No construction activities shall take place within the study corridor prior to the MHSTCI 
(Archaeology Programs Unit) confirming in writing that all archaeological licensing and technical 
review requirements have been satisfied. 
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5.0 ADVICE ON COMPLIANCE WITH LEGISLATION 
 

1. This report is submitted to the MHSTCI as a condition of licensing in accordance with Part 
VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c 0.18. The report is reviewed to ensure that 
it complies with the standards and guidelines that are issued by the Minister, and that the 
archaeological fieldwork and report recommendations ensure the conservation, 
protection and preservation of the cultural heritage of Ontario. When all matters relating 
to archaeological sites within the project area of a development proposal have been 
addressed to the satisfaction of the MHSTCI, a letter will be issued by the ministry stating 
that there are no further concerns with regard to alterations to archaeological sites by 
the proposed development. 
 

2. It is an offence under Sections 48 and 69 of the Ontario Heritage Act for any party other 
than a licensed archaeologist to make any alteration to a known archaeological site or to 
remove any artifact or other physical evidence of past human use or activity from the site, 
until such time as a licensed archaeologist has completed archaeological fieldwork on the 
site, submitted a report to the Minister stating that the site has no further cultural 
heritage value or interest, and the report has been filed in the Ontario Public Register of 
Archaeology Reports referred to in Section 65.1 of the Ontario Heritage Act. 
 

3. Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a 
new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must cease 
alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to carry 
out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. 
 

4. The Cemeteries Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. C.4 and the Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 
2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 require that any person discovering human remains must notify the 
police or coroner and the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer Services. 
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APPENDIX A: MAPS  

 
Map 1: Topographic Map, 1:30,000, Bolton 030M13 (Natural Resources Canada, 2013) identifying the Stage 1 AA study corridor.  
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Map 4: Stage 1 AA study corridor within 1914 and 1926 Topographic Maps (Department of Militia and Defence, 1914; Department of National Defence, 1926). 
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Map 5: Stage 1 AA study corridor within 1934 and 1940 Topographic Maps (Department of National Defence, 1934; Department of National Defence, 1940). 
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Map 6: Stage 1 AA study corridor within a 1954 aerial photograph (University of Toronto Map and Data Library, 2020) and 2002 orthophotograph (VuMAP © 
First Base Solutions).   
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Map 7: Stage 1 AA study corridor within 2007 and 2009 orthophotographs (VuMAP © First Base Solutions).   
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Map 8: Stage 1 AA study corridor within 2013 and 2017 orthophotographs (VuMAP © First Base Solutions).   
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Map 9: Stage 1 AA study corridor within a 2019 orthophotograph (VuMAP © First Base Solutions).   
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Map 10: Stage 1 AA results.  
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Map 11: Stage 1 AA results.  
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Map 12: Stage 1 AA results. 
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Map 13: Stage 1 AA results. 
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