
 

 

REPORT 
Meeting Date: 2019-02-28 

Regional Council 
 
 

 
DATE: February 15, 2019 

 
REPORT TITLE: PEEL AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY WORKING GROUP 2018 UPDATE 

AND REVISIONS TO THE PEEL RURAL WATER QUALITY PROGRAM 
GUIDELINES 

 
FROM: Janette Smith, Commissioner of Public Works 

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the recommended revisions to the Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guidelines 
attached as Appendix II in the report of the Commissioner of Public Works titled “Peel 
Agricultural Advisory Working Group 2018 Update and Revisions to the Peel Rural Water 
Quality Program Guidelines” be approved.  

 
 

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 

 In 2018 the Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group: 
 Reviewed and commented on the Region of Peel Official Plan Review. 

 Approved Peel Rural Water Quality Program grants, allocating approximately 
$104,817 to 15 projects. 

 From 2004 to 2018, the Peel Rural Water Quality Program has allocated a total of 
$847,872 in funding towards 174 rural water quality projects that have a total value of just 
over $4.25 million in on-farm stewardship enhancements in Peel.   

 Regional and Conservation Authority Staff in consultation with the Peel Agricultural 
Advisory Working Group have completed a five-year review of the Peel Rural Water 
Quality Program Guidelines (the Guidelines). Implementing revisions to the Guidelines are 
summarized in the report and are recommended for Council approval. 

 The Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance (the Alliance) and the Region of Peel 
continue to collaborate on agriculture and agri-food initiatives relevant to the Region. 
Information on Alliance activities is provided in the report. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
1. Background  
 

The Region of Peel recognizes the contribution of the agricultural sector to the local 
economy and cultural heritage of the Region. In 1997, the Region established the Peel 
Agricultural Advisory Working Group (the Working Group) to support agricultural interests 
and planning in the Region.  The Working Group consists of three Regional or Area 
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Municipal Councillors and ten additional members representing a range of agricultural 
interests in Peel.  
 
The Working Group assists the Region in protecting agricultural lands and promoting the 
agricultural industry in Peel. Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) and the Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA) became partners with the Working Group in 2004 to support 
the delivery of the Peel Rural Water Quality Program in accordance with Council approved 
guidelines. The Working Group is the approval body for Peel Rural Water Quality Program 
projects. 
 
The Region conducts a review of the Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guidelines every 
five years and renews appointments to the Working Group for each new term of Council.  
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update on the Peel Agricultural 
Advisory Working Group activities undertaken in 2018, to request Council’s approval of 
revisions to the Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guidelines endorsed by the Working 
Group, and to request renewal of member appointments to the Working Group. 
 
The Region is also a member and funding partner of the Golden Horseshoe Food and 
Farming Alliance (“the Alliance”), an organization that supports broader collaboration among 
regional agricultural interests. A summary update on the Alliance’s initiatives is included in 
this report. 

 
2. Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group  
 

a) 2018 Programs and Projects 
 

i. Peel Rural Water Quality Program  
 

The Region, in partnership with Credit Valley Conservation and Toronto and Region 
Conservation, has implemented the Peel Rural Water Quality Program (the Program) 
since 2004. The Program provides technical and financial resources to farmers to 
encourage stewardship focused on protecting and enhancing water quality and the 
natural environment. The Working Group is the approval authority for grant applications 
submitted under the Program.  The Region of Peel provides capital funding to the 
conservation authorities for the delivery of the program and administration of the grants. 
 
In 2018, the Working Group approved approximately $104,817 in grants to support the 
implementation of 15 projects.  An additional $67,124 was leveraged from other project 
proponents and funders to help complete these projects. 
 
A detailed performance summary of the Program is attached as Appendix I. 
 

ii. Grown in Peel Local Food Guide 
 

The Grown in Peel Local Food Guide (the Guide) has been published by the Region 
since 2006. The Guide promotes local farms, retailers and farmers’ markets in Peel.  
 
Approximately 25,080 copies of the 2018 edition were distributed across Peel with the 
help of over 100 community partners including local municipalities, Regional Councillors, 
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educational institutions and agricultural associations. An expanded version of the Guide 
also continues to be available online at GrownInPeel.ca.  

 
iii. Special Topics 

 

The Working Group was consulted on a variety of special topics, including: 
 

 Provincial Agricultural System mapping for the Greater Golden Horseshoe and the 
corresponding mapping requirements for the Region of Peel 

 Draft Provincial Agricultural Impact Assessment Guidelines  

 Peel 2041: Region of Peel Official Plan Review 

 TRCA’s Urban Agriculture Program and Regulation Mapping Updates  

 The Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guideline Review 

 Development of the Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group Work Plan  
 

b) 2019 Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group Work Plan 
 

An inaugural meeting will be held in early 2019 to orient members on their role as an 
advisory body to the Region and approval body for Peel Rural Water Quality Program 
projects. A key focus of the Working Group in 2019 will be the Peel 2041: Regional 
Official Plan Review including the Agricultural Resources, Greenlands System, and 
Growth Management Focus Areas. The Regional Official Plan will need to refine and 
include provincial agricultural system mapping and corresponding policies, therefore, 
staff will be seeking advice from the Working Group on policies that will support the 
viability of farming and protect agricultural lands.  
 
The following action items remain as priorities in the work plan for 2019: 

Policy, Research and Development 

 Peel 2041: Regional Official Plan Review – Agricultural Resources Focus Area 

 Review and provide feedback on the development of agricultural and natural heritage 
system mapping for the Region 

 Review and provide feedback on growth management planning including planning 
for Regional settlement boundary expansion areas  

 Review and provide feedback to the development of the TRCA Regulation Mapping 
update  

 Ensure agricultural interests, where necessary, are considered in the planning of 
Regional capital projects 

 
Peel Rural Water Quality Program 

 Review and approval of Program funding applications to support stewardship on 
farms 
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Support Agri-Food Business and Food Security Initiatives 

 Provide feedback and direction on the Grown in Peel guide 

 Investigate alignments that support Peel Food Charter initiatives 

 Review and provide advice on Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance 
Initiatives 
 

c) Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group 2018 – 2022 Member Appointments 
 

In accordance with the Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group Terms of Reference, 
which was revised and approved by Regional Council under Resolution 2015-113, 
membership consists of the Regional Chair (ex-officio), three Regional or Area Municipal 
Councillors and ten additional members who are appointed by Regional Council for a 
term of four years or until successors are appointed by Regional Council.  

 
Under Regional Council Resolution 2018-887, Regional Chair Iannicca (ex-officio), 
Councillor Innis, Councillor Dasko and Councillor Palleschi have been appointed to the 
Working Group, for a four-year term ending November 14, 2022. The recommended 
non-elected appointments for the 2018- 2022 term of Council are provided to Council in 
a supplementary in camera report.  
 

3. Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guideline Five Year Review  
 

The Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guidelines (the Guidelines) are reviewed every five 
years by Regional and Conservation Authority staff. In consultation with the Working Group, 
minor amendments to four existing grant categories are recommended. These amendments, 
summarized in Appendix II, improve interpretation of grant categories to ensure that projects 
address rural water quality and environmental enhancement objectives and clarify that 
applicants are eligible to reapply for project funding under each category with some 
exceptions.  
 
A copy of the revised Guidelines is available in the Office of the Regional Clerk for viewing. 
 

4. Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance 

 
In 2012, the Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance (the Alliance) was formed to 
implement the ‘Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Action Plan: 2021’ (the Action Plan). 
The Action Plan is posted on the Alliance’s webpage at foodandfarming.ca/food-and-
farming-action-plan/. 
 
The Alliance is comprised of a Council representative from each of the Golden Horseshoe 
Regions, and the Cities of Hamilton and Toronto. There is also representation from 
agriculture-related industry associations, non-profits and other stakeholders. Mayor 
Thompson and Councillor Downey are the Regional Council’s representatives to the 
Alliance. This multiple partner approach enables the Region to share resources and respond 
to agricultural issues. 
 
Information on the Alliance’s projects, initiatives and advocacy undertaken in 2018 is 
summarized in Appendix III.  
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CONCLUSION 

The Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group continues to facilitate and enhance relationships 
between the Region and agricultural groups within Peel, the Golden Horseshoe and the 
Province. The Working Group remains a valuable contributor to achieving the agricultural goals 
and policies of the Region.  
 

 

Janette Smith, Commissioner of Public Works 
 
 
 
Approved for Submission: 

 
 
D. Szwarc, Chief Administrative Officer 
 
APPENDICES 

Appendix I – Peel Rural Water Quality Program 2018 Status Report 
Appendix II – Summary of Revisions to the Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guidelines 
Appendix III – Summary of Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance Activities 
 
 
For further information regarding this report, please contact Steve Jacques, Director, Regional 
Planning and Growth Management and Chief Planner, extension 4625, 
Steve.Jacques@peelregion.ca. 
 
Authored By: Ricardo Razao 
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