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Key Messages: 
• Clinicians are no longer required to contact the 

Public Health Ontario Laboratories (PHOL) prior to 
specimen collection when testing for monkeypox. 

• Specimens may be transported to PHOL under the 
same Category B transport requirements as other 
microbiology specimens. 

• Imvamune® can be used as post exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP) in individuals with a recent high-
risk monkeypox exposure. 

• Tecovirimat (TPOXX®) is available in Ontario for 
hospitalized severely ill patients with monkeypox. 

 
Monkeypox infections have been confirmed in 
Ontario, but there are no confirmed cases in Peel. 
Clinicians are advised to continue to consider the 
diagnosis of monkeypox in people presenting with 
signs and symptoms that may be compatible with the 
disease.  More information about clinical presentation 
and infection transmission can be found  in the 
document  Multi-Jurisdictional Monkeypox Outbreak 
2022- What We Know So Far : 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-
/media/Documents/M/2022/wwksf-multi-
jurisdictional-monkeypox-outbreak-
2022.pdf?sc_lang=en. 
 
Clinicians are required to notify Public Health Ontario 
(PHO) within one business day when they suspect a 
person has monkeypox by completing the Ontario 
Monkeypox Investigation Tool. A fillable version of the 
tool can be found on the PHO website here:  
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Diseases-and-
Conditions/Infectious-Diseases/Vector-Borne-
Zoonotic-Diseases/Monkeypox.  

Completed forms should be faxed to 647-260-7603. 
Peel Public Health (PPH) will be notified by PHO once 
the investigation tool and specimen are received. 
More information about the section 77.6 order and 
reporting process is available online from the Ministry 
of Health: 
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb
/monkeypox.aspx. 
 

 
Updated: Monkeypox testing information for 
clinicians   
 
Approval from PHOL is no longer required prior to 
specimen collection and can be done by primary care 
providers.  An airborne infection isolation room is not 
required for specimen collection for monkeypox testing 
however, airborne, contact and droplet precautions 
should be in place and the patient should wear a 
medical mask if tolerated.  The updated guidance for 
Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) 
Recommendations for Monkeypox in Health Care 
Settings can be found here:  
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-
/media/Documents/M/2020/monkeypox-ipac-
recommendations-healthcare-settings.pdf?sc_lang=en 
 
Swabbing of skin lesions or skin lesion material usually 
has a higher viral load and are more sensitive than 
blood for monkeypox detection. Blood specimens are 
generally not recommended in patients who have skin 
lesions; however, blood should always be submitted 
along with a nasopharyngeal (NP) swab or throat swab 
on patients suspected of monkeypox infection who do 
not have a skin rash (e.g. a close contact of a case with 
a febrile illness but no rash), or their skin rash can’t be 
reliably swabbed (e.g. macular or papular rash only). 
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Additional information on testing is available on PHOL 
website: 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Laboratory-
Services/Test-Information-Index/Monkeypox-Virus 
 
Clinical specimens from patients undergoing 
monkeypox testing have been temporarily reclassified 
as Category B for land transport, the same as other 
microbiology specimens. When shipping specimens, in 
addition to the routine Category B requirement, the 
outer packaging must be marked, on a contrasting 
background, with “TU 0886”, or “Temporary 
Certificate – TU 0886”. Detailed information on 
testing and transport is available on PHOL website: 
Monkeypox Virus | Public Health Ontario 
 
 
New: Post exposure prophylaxis vaccine is available 
for contacts of monkeypox cases 

 
Imvamune® can be used as post exposure prophylaxis 
(PEP) in people with a recent high-risk monkeypox 
exposure. PEP vaccination after exposure to 
monkeypox may prevent infection or lessen severity 
for those who go on to develop infection. As PEP, a 
single dose should be administered within 4 days of 
exposure to a maximum of 14 days.  
 
Imvamune is only available through special order by 
public health units. If an individual self-identifies to 
their clinician as a contact of a confirmed or probable 
case of monkeypox, clinicians should contact PPH at 
905-799-7700 to assess risk of exposure and 
determine eligibility for Imvamune® vaccine.  If public 
health identifies an individual who is eligible and 
consents to receive PEP,  PPH will contact their 
clinician to coordinate administration and delivery of 
the vaccine.  
 
The Imvamune® product monograph can be found 
online: 
https://pdf.hres.ca/dpd_pm/00058622.PDF 
 

New: Treatment for monkeypox virus 
 
Treatment for monkeypox is mainly supportive and 
most people will recover without treatment. Severe 
cases are more common among newborns, children, 
pregnant people, and people who are 
immunocompromised. Tecovirimat (TPOXX®) is 
authorized by Health Canada for the treatment of 
human smallpox. A limited supply of TPOXX is available 
in Ontario for hospitalized severely ill patients through 
Ministry of Health Emergency Operations Centre. 
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