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Key Messages: 
• NACI strongly recommends that a complete 

series of the Pfizer-BioNTech (Comirnaty) 
COVID-19 vaccine be administered to children 
ages 5 to 11 that do not have any 
contraindications to the vaccine, with at least 8 
weeks between the first and second doses.  

• Physicians are encouraged to remind their 
patients with children ages 5 to 11 about the 
importance of COVID-19 vaccines. A number of 
resources are available for parents and 
caregivers who would like more information or 
would like to speak to a health professional 
about specific questions or concerns.  

• Physicians are reminded to complete the 
Expression of Interest to administer COVID-19 
vaccines in their practices. 

 
UPDATE: NACI recommendations for COVID-19 
vaccines for children  
• On January 25, 2022, The National Advisory 

Committee on Immunization (NACI) strengthened 
their recommendation on the use of COVID-19 
vaccines in children 5 to 11 years of age. 

• NACI strongly recommends that a complete series 
with the Pfizer-BioNTech (Comirnaty) vaccine (10 
mcg) should be offered to children 5 to 11 years of 
age who do not have contraindications to the 
vaccine, with a dosing interval of at least 8 weeks 
between the first and second doses. 

• NACI now also strongly recommends that children 
5 to 11 years of age who are moderately to 
severely immunocompromised should be offered 
a three dose primary series of the Pfizer BioNTech 

(Comirnaty) vaccine (10 mcg), using an interval of 
4 to 8 weeks between each dose. 

• To access NACI’s full statement, please visit: 
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-
aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-
advisory-committee-on-immunization-
naci/updated-recommendations-use-covid-19-
vaccines-children-5-11-years-age.pdf. 

• As per the Ministry of Health COVID-19 Vaccine 
Third Dose Recommendations, children 5 to 11 
years of age who are moderately to severely 
immunocompromised who have previously 
received two doses of the Pfizer BioNTech 
(Comirnaty) vaccine (10 mcg), are eligible to 
receive a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
(Comirnaty) vaccine (10 mcg) 56 days after the 
second dose. Exact timing of the third dose should 
be decided with the treating provider in order to 
optimize the immune response from the vaccine 
series and minimize delays in management of the 
individual’s underlying condition. 

• The most recent version of this guidance can be 
accessed here: 
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/p
ublichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-
19_vaccine_third_dose_recommendations.pdf.  

 
UPDATE: Supporting COVID-19 vaccines for children 5 
to 11 years of age 
• To celebrate National Kids and Vaccines Day on 

January 27, the Ministry of Health initiated a 
renewed effort to encourage vaccination in 
children aged 5 to 11.  
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• Resources are available for families to learn more 
about COVID-19 vaccines for children. Parents and 
caregivers are encouraged to:  
o Contact the SickKids COVID-19 Vaccine 

Consult Service to book a phone 
appointment with a paediatric Registered 
Nurse at www.sickkids.ca/vaccineconsult or 
1-888-304-6558.  

o Access information from the Ontario 
government on vaccine safety and efficacy, 
when kids can get vaccinated and what to 
expect at the appointment: 
www.ontario.ca/covidvaccinekids. 

o The Children’s Health Coalition (a collective 
of many children’s health organizations 
including SickKids and Kids Health Alliance) 
has launched a website with the goal of 
providing families with trusted information 
about COVID-19 vaccination for children. 
Parents and caregivers can visit 
https://parenthomework.ca/ for answers to 
many frequently asked questions, and can 
also refer to the SickKids AboutKidsHealth 
COVID-19 Learning Hub at: 
https://www.aboutkidshealth.ca/covid-19.  

• How physicians can help: Physicians are a trusted 
source of health information. Remind your 
patients that vaccinating children against COVID-
19 helps protect them from adverse outcomes 
and helps stop the spread of the virus. Encourage 
them to access the SickKids COVID-19 Vaccine 
Consult Service and the resources listed above for 
more information.  

 
REMINDER: Expression of Interest – Primary Care 
Clinics for COVID-19 Vaccination  
• Physicians are trusted sources of vaccine 

information and play an important role in 
supporting public health efforts to distribute 
COVID-19 vaccines to Peel residents.  

• Primary care and community pediatric clinics are 
encouraged to onboard to administer COVID-19 
vaccines in their practices, and can do so by 
completing the Expression of Interest (EOI) here: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.asp
x?id=85lvNYadoUeCAztBscsMaFeHQlgFq3VBsOtqU
hBOYk1UMEVDMkk5T0ozWTlVSTJPU0lJMVRaUjNE
Ui4u&wdLOR=cCDFC802F-C483-4E49-9333-
A5D25817B199. 
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