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Three cases of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) in 
Canada 
 

 As of January 28, 2020, Ontario has two 
confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus (2019-
nCoV).  Both cases had travel to Wuhan, China. 
Close contacts of the cases are being actively 
followed up by local public health units. 

 Passengers on China Southern Airlines flight 
CZ311, which arrived in Toronto on January 22 
from Guangzhou, who are not directly contacted 
by public health, are asked to watch for signs and 
symptoms of 2019-nCoV for 14 days after return 
and contact their local public health unit if 
symptomatic. 

 British Columbia has announced its first presumptive 
positive case, with travel to Wuhan, China. 

 There have been no reported cases in Peel to date. 
 
Surveillance Update 
 

 To date, China has reported approximately 4500 
cases of 2019-nCoV, and 106 deaths.   

 Most cases have been reported in mainland China; 
several cases have been diagnosed in other 
countries, with no secondary spread outside China. 

 As of January 28, 2020, there are 11 suspected 
2019-nCoV cases being investigated in Ontario. 

 

Travel Advisory to Hubei province, China 
 

 The Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) is now 
advising to avoid all travel to Hubei province, 
including the cities of Wuhan, Huanggang and Ezhou, 
due to the imposition of heavy travel restrictions in 
order to limit the spread of a novel coronavirus. 

 Toronto Pearson International Airport is screening 
all international travellers to determine if they have 
visited Wuhan, China.  Travellers who have visited 
Wuhan will be subject to additional screening.   

2019-nCoV Case Definitions and Screening Questions 
 

Case definitions for 2019-nCoV may be found here - 
https://www.ontariofamilyphysicians.ca/news-
features/family-medicine-news/case-definition-2019-
ncov.-2020-01-23docx.pdf.  
 

The Ontario College of Family Physicians has 
recommended patients be screened for:   
 

1. Fever and acute respiratory illness, or pneumonia  
AND any of the following: 

2. Travel to Wuhan, China in the 14 days before onset 
of illness; OR 

3. Close contact with a confirmed or probable case of 
2019-nCoV; OR 

4. Close contact with a person with acute respiratory 
illness who has been to Wuhan, China within 14 
days prior to their illness onset. 
 

*NOTE: Some people, such as the elderly and people 
who are immunocompromised, may not develop a 

Key Messages 
 As of January 28, 2020, Ontario has two cases of 

the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) and BC has one 
case.   

 Passengers on China Southern Airlines flight 
CZ311, which arrived in Toronto on January 22 
from Guangzhou, are asked to watch for 
symptoms of 2019-nCoV and report to their local 
PHU if symptomatic 

 Ministry of Health resources for primary care on 
2019-nCoV will be imminently released. Interim 
infection prevention and control resources are 
available 
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fever. The presence of new/worse cough or shortness 
of breath may be enough to trigger further precautions. 
 

Reporting Requirements 
 

 ONLY cases of the Wuhan Novel Coronavirus (2019-
nCoV), including suspect and/or those under 
investigation, need to be reported to the Peel’s 
Medical Officer of Health, call 905-799-7700 or fax 
905-565-1456. 

 Other seasonal coronavirus infections are not the 
same as 2019-nCoV.  These common coronaviruses 
are NOT reportable to public health. 

 

Testing Guidance 
 

Send all suspected cases of 2019-nCoV to hospitals for 
testing due to recommended use of fit-tested N95 
respirators for sample collection. Please notify the 
emergency department ahead of sending a patient for 
testing. Testing also requires prior approval by the PHO 
Laboratory prior to submission, and after a physician 
has seen the patient.   
 

Public Health Ontario testing information: 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-
services/test-information-index/wuhan-novel-
coronavirus.  
 

Infection Prevention and Control for 2019-nCoV 
 

Acute Care Settings 
 

In addition to routine practices and additional 
precautions, the Ministry of Health recommends the 
following precautions for health care workers at risk of 
exposure to 2019-nCoV cases: 
 Hand hygiene 
 Use of airborne infection isolation rooms when 

possible 
 Masking the patient with a surgical mask when 

outside of an airborne infection isolation room 
 Use of gloves  
 Persons under investigation should be placed on 

Droplet/Contact Precautions in a single room, 
preferably with negative pressure. N95 respirators 

should be worn for aerosol-generating procedures 
and during the collection of laboratory specimens. 
 

*NOTE: N95 respirators need to be properly fit-tested to 
ensure a proper seal between the respirator’s sealing 
surface and the face.   
 

The use of airborne precautions is a higher level of 
precautions than is normally recommended for 
coronaviruses; the current recommendation is based on 
rapidly emerging information about transmission and 
clinical severity of this novel virus. 
 
Hospitals that identify a PUI should also contact their 
Infection Control Departments. 
 

Primary and Community Care 
 
The Ministry of Health will be providing 2019-nCoV 
guidance for primary care providers imminently. 
In the interim, the Ontario College of Family Physicians 
has a guide to assist family physicians in their screening 
and infection prevention and control activities, found at:  
https://www.ontariofamilyphysicians.ca/news-
features/family-medicine-news/~156-Novel-
Coronavirus-Tips-for-Family-Doctors. 
 

Public Health Ontario has guidance for infection 
prevention and control for clinical office practice 
settings: 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-
/media/documents/bp-clinical-office-practice.pdf 
 
Resources for Patients 
 

Patients can be directed to the Ministry of Health’s 
website for additional information - 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/wuhan-novel-
coronavirus-2019-ncov  

Peel Public Health has created an email inbox for 
health professionals with questions related to 2019-
nCoV: ncovhcp@peelregion.ca.   
We’ll respond to your questions as soon as possible.  
*Please do not use this email address to report 
suspected cases.   
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